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Summer 2013 Voice 

The  

Dear WAMMC Members, 
 

 Cheers and many thanks to an outstanding Market in 

May team led by Cathy Biczak, Christie Gisser and Patty  

Mullens!!!  What a fantastic job you did. I also would like to 

thank the WAMMC Board, Publicity, Underwriting, Market 

in May Volunteers, and Treasury teams for all their hard 

work. Everyone came together to make this first time event 

successful, and fun -  with great shopping!  
 

 The designers and vendors were amazing.  Their hard 

work and organization made this an event to go to. The 

chairs are already tweaking Market in May for another off-

Mansion year.  Our final numbers are not in, but I can say 

we made over $20,000 for the Women’s Heart Program at 

Morristown Medical Center’s Gagnon Heart Institute from 

this event. Remember, WAMMC has already given $35,000 

for a new Women’s Heart Resource room, so that brings us 

up to over $55,000 for this cause!  Well done and Thanks to 

the volunteers. 
 

  I feel as I leave office that WAMMC has an outstanding 

board and volunteers, and is in a strong place for the future.  

We have started WAMMC-TV with 2 channels - one for 

children, and one for family and the community.  We started 

a new Knitting Twig that is always welcoming new mem-

bers.  We came up with an off-Mansion year fundraiser that 

helps us keep in touch with our amazing designers, our tried 

and true vendors, and our volunteers, who helped us run the 

most successful Mansion in May to date.  
 

 In my two years we have upped our giving to the  Foun-

dation, supporting different departments throughout Morris-

town Medical Center. We have helped bring about a new 

Hospice and Palliative Care Center, updated the Behavioral 

Health Unit, given to the new Center for Advanced Medi-

cine in Pediatrics program, purchased a diagnostic machine 

for lung cancer, updated the machines for the Pulmonary 

Department, purchased new transport wheel chairs for sev-

eral entrances, purchased Panda Warmers for Maternity, 

underwrote the Healing Paws Pet Therapy Program, sup-

ported in-hospital Integrative Medicine and helped them 

develop TV programs.  We also helped get the word out on 

the Goryeb KID-Fit program and are raising money with the 

Super Bowl raffle.  We updated the Simon Cancer Resource 

room, got iPads to Child Life with our Story Hour on it.  We 

also updated our main Gift Shop and teamed with MMC to 

add a retail pharmacy on Franklin 1. We are working on our 

café partnership, and are getting the word out on our great 

thrift shop - The Bargain Box.  Our Twigs have supported 

great programs at Goryeb, Hospice, Maternity, ICU and Si-

mon.  They have even made blankets for the children! 
 

 All I can say is WOW!  Thanks to my outstanding team, 

WAMMC members, and our business teams. I'd like to es-

pecially thank our quiet rock, Karen Johnson, for a job very 

well done! 
 

 I wish all good things to the incoming president,  

Dannette Merchant and her new team. I know I am leaving 

WAMMC in good hands! 

   Cheers, Beth Wipperman 

President’s Message 

 On June 13, 2013, the 

Board of the Women's As-

sociation of Morristown 

Medical Center had its year

-end meeting and luncheon 

at Canoe Brook Country 

Club. 
 

 The board finished up 

business for the year with a 

look to the future.  

WAMMC's Board and its volunteers have plenty to be hap-

py about—they raised and donated $2.2 million dollars to 

Morristown Medical Center this 

past year. 
 

After the meeting ended, Beth 

Wipperman, the outgoing presi-

dent, presented a survival kit to 

the incoming president, Dannette 

Merchant. 
 

The highlight of the luncheon 

was the outpouring of apprecia-

tion for Beth. Her love of quilting 

was the inspiration for the "Beth - 

This is Your Quilt," award given to her from her Board. 

WAMMC's Year-End Board Meeting 



Valerie Marr Honored 
as 2013  

Eleanor Award 

Recipient 
 

 A t  t h e  2 0 1 3 

WAMMC Annual  Meet-

ing and Luncheon, Presi-

dent, Beth Wipperman 

presented the Eleanor 

Award to Valerie Marr.   

The Eleanor Award is the 

highest honor given by 

WAMMC.  It was first 

presented in 1982 and named after dedicated volunteer 

Eleanor Volonte.  It is given to the "busy bee" who has 

distinguished herself in service to our organization and to 

Morristown Medical Center over many years.  The Elea-

nor Award recipient is presented with a beautiful gold bee 

pin that represents our organization's heartfelt appreciation 

for years of unselfish service. 
 

 Valerie Marr joined the Women's Association in 1992.  

She is hardworking, diligent, and always helping others.  

She was the Scholarship Chair from 2001-2005, and 

Member-at-Large in 2006.  She then co-chaired the Schol-

arship committee from 2007-2011.  In 2008, Valerie 

helped get the hospital lobby screen up and running.  She 

worked on the Mansion in May design committees in 2008 

and 2010.  She also worked on other committees including 

the 2003 Preview Party, 2005 Pillow and Pearls, Special 

Holidays, Channel 46 Story Hour, and serves as a Cancer 

Center volunteer. 
 

 If that isn't enough, in 2012 she volunteered to be the 

WAMMC IT Manager.  She gave up part of her summer 

to work with a student intern to get the Mansion in May 

information on our data base.   
 

 As a member of the Publicity Committee for Mansion 

in May 2012, Valerie worked for hours on the history of 

Glynallyn and the family who built the home.  Through 

her efforts she brought back together the previous families 

of Glynallyn and helped them reconnect.  Beth believes 

that the history of Glynallyn kept the Mansion in May's 

lines entertained and relaxed during the wait to get in. 
 

 Valerie's strong convictions help her work tirelessly 

until the job is done and done well with style, grace and 

thoroughness that cannot be matched.   
 

 Many thanks and congratulations to Valerie Marr for 

her dedication, loyalty and service to WAMMC and Mor-

ristown Medical Center.  

 
 

 

Market  in May - 

WAMMC's newest fund-

raising event was held 

May 16-19, 2013, at the 

Hyatt at Headquarters Pla-

za in Morristown.   Market 

in May was a fabulous 

shopping event featuring 

interior designers from 

previous Mansion in May 

years selling furniture, art, 

and various overstock 

pieces.   The event also 

featured vendors selling 

items such as jewelry, handbags, clothing, stationery and 

gifts, gourmet foods, and landscape pieces. Doyle New 

York, Auctioneers & Appraisers, assessed guests' treasures 

for a nominal fee on Thursday and Friday.  
 

 The venue was originally a conference center, but 

WAMMC transformed it into a shopping mall with boutique 

vendors on 5th Avenue, Madison Avenue and in Union 

Square.  The designers filled the larger design center area 

with discounted items from their collections.   
 

 The event kicked off with a First Dibs Preview Party on 

Thursday evening. Over 200 guests attended and had the 

first opportunity to view and purchase items for sale.  The 

benefactor for Market in May is the Women’s Heart Health 

Program at Morristown Medical Center.  In keeping with the 

theme, guests were asked to wear something red. Red heart 

balloons and shopping bags decorated the entrance and the 

venue, and dark chocolate hearts were passed out to the 

guests.  It was a fun and exciting night for all. 
 

 Friday morning doors opened to Early Bird shoppers,  

who had purchased tickets online, while the general public 

was admitted at 10:00 a.m.  Shoppers were off and buying, 

truly pleased with the variety of items available from both 

vendors and designers.  Thanks to Anne Fritz and her many 

volunteers, the event ran smoothly.  Guests could also enjoy 

coffee at the Starbucks in the Hyatt and lunch at the Eclectic 

Grill, with a percentage of sales going to WAMMC.  Market 

in May continued on Saturday and Sunday, winding down at 

3:00 p.m. when moving trucks and vans arrived to pack up 

and pick up.  As an added benefit, many designers donated 

items to the Bargain Box for future sales. 

         Continued on page 3  
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...Market in May continued 
 

The event Co-Chairs truly enjoyed 

planning and running Market in May.  
  

 Many thanks go to Barbara Bugen, 

Ruth diStefano, Beth Wipperman, Pru-

dence Pigott, Carol Tourgee, Janice 

Beck, Kirsten Malmstrom, Lissa Dohl, 

Karen Waldron, and many others who 

donated time and energy to get the 

event up and running, and then stayed 

every day to carry us through.  
 

 Thanks also goes to the Hyatt event 

staff, specifically Carla Angel, who 

worked with WAMMC every step of 

the way, to make sure everything went 

off without a hitch.  With Market in 

May’s event, WAMMC will be able to 

donate over $20,000 to Women’s Heart 

Health – a success for one and all. 
 

Cathy Biczak, Christie Gisser,  

and Patty Mullens 

Market in May 2013 Co-Chairs   

 The Women’s Association of Morris-

town Medical Center held its New Mem-

ber Coffee on March 22, 2013.  Beth 

Wipperman introduced the new members 

to what the Women's Association is all 

about, and the ongoing projects including 

Market in May, Super Bowl Raffle, 

WAMMC TV and the Twigs. 

 "The new member coffee is a nice 

way to get to know the new members and introduce them to our organization," 

Wipperman said.   

New Member Coffee 

Struttin' 

Our Stuff 
 

The Women's 

Association of 

M o r r i s t o w n 

Medical Center 

celebrated 120 

years of vision-

ary volunteering 

at its Annual 

Luncheon held 

on Wednesday, 

April 10, 2013, 

at Trump  

National Golf 

Club.  The ban-

quet room was 

packed with 

members eager-

ly awaiting the 

year-end update, voting of the nominat-

ed slate of officers, the guest speakers, 

and the presentation of the Eleanor 

Award. 
 

Business first, the members unanimous-

ly accepted the following officers for 

the 2013-2014 board:  

Dannette Merchant, President; Mary 

Courtemanche, Vice President; Jane 

Kilcullen, Vice President; Anne Fritz, 

Vice President; Prudence Pigott, Vice 

President; Nathalie Dennis, Secretary; 

Barbara Bugen, Treasurer; and Ruth 

diStefano, Assistant Treasurer. 
  

Beth Wipperman, WAMMC's Presi-

dent, gave lovely introductions for 

speakers, Lisa Ciarrocca and Trish 

O'Keefe.  Lisa Ciarrocca is a Board 

Member of the Child Life Council.  

CLC is composed of 5,000 trained pro-

fessionals with expertise in helping 

children and their families overcome 

life's most challenging events. Trish 

O'Keefe is the Chief Nursing Officer at 

Morristown Medical Center.  
 

Then, our newest members in attend-

ance were recognized and received a 

warm welcome and a memento. 
 

Next, the ladies of WAMMC put on a 

fashion show with lovely clothes and  

accessories from the Bargain Box, 

and proved how we could look fabu-

lous even on a budget! 
 

Beth Wipperman presented the organ-

ization's most prestigious honor, The 

Eleanor Award, to Valerie Marr, for 

her many years of outstanding service 

and dedication to 

WAMMC (see related 

article on page 2.) 

 

Lastly, WAMMC paid 

honor to its outgoing 

President, Beth Wipperman, for all 

she did for the organization and for all 

she inspired in others.  

 

WAMMC is looking forward to an-

other reward-

ing year. We 

are proud to 

be an organi-

zation that is 

"Contributing 

with Passion" 

for the last 

120 years! 

Anne Rooke stops 

for a pose in a 

dreamy summer 

ensemble 

Incoming President,  

Dannette Merchant, and 

Joe Nassaney, Manager 

of the Bargain Box, 

model an elegant 

combination 

  
 

 
 Newsletter Editor:  

Kim Sullivan Harwanko 
  

Layout Design:  
Debbie Carroll  

 

Submissions may be sent to 
  

kharwanko@comcast.net 
0r  

debsc3@aol.com  

The  

Voice 

Lynne Rosenfeld takes a moment to thank 

outgoing president Beth Wipperman 
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WAMMC ART 

GALLERIES:   

HELPING PATIENTS TO HEAL 
 

WAMMC has long recognized the therapeutic value of art 

and the importance of integrating art into the healthcare 

setting with the goal of enhancing patients’ physical and 

mental health.  To that end, the WAMMC Art Committee, 

chaired by Anne Fritz and Linda Reeves, maintains the 

permanent art collection displayed on the walls of the 

Morristown Medical Center (MMC) and the Atlantic 

Rehabilitation Institute (ARI).  A second committee, the 

WAMMC Art Exhibit Committee, chaired by June 

Meehan, ensures that patients, families, visitors, and staff 

are treated to a variety of temporary exhibits at ARI and 

MMC every six weeks.   Both committees work in concert 

with the Foundation for Morristown Medical Center to 

facilitate donations from individuals and corporations. 
 

The Art Committee often receives requests from numerous 

MMC departments for art work to enhance areas where 

patients and families are treated. To meet these requests the 

Committee relies on art donations from corporations and 

individuals. Gifts of original works of art, art 

reproductions, and photographs—framed or unframed—

are welcome.   
 

If you or someone you know wishes to contribute art that 

would be appropriate for the WAMMC Art Committee's 

permanent collection, contact Linda Reeves at 

lbreeves@att.net.  For tax purposes, those who donate art 

receive a donation letter describing the "gift of art."  The 

monetary value of the art is not assessed by the Committee. 
 

The Art Exhibit Committee is responsible for reviewing 

the credentials of artists who wish to have their work 

exhibited; selecting the art for the temporary exhibits; and 

ensuring the art qualifies as being both “healing” in nature 

and suitable for display in a hospital setting.  The 

Committee attempts to vary the art medium displayed as 

much as possible in order to provide a wide selection of  

The Bargain Box is your go to source 

for all things summer.  Stock up on 

swimwear, beach books, and sun hats 

for the entire family.  Let us be your 

source for travel jewelry, sundresses, 

golf shirts, shorts and sandals.  The 

Bargain Box is the ultimate one stop 

vacation shopping. We carry 

everything you will need for a trip to 

the beach, and are located at 102 Mt. 

Kemble Ave. in Morristown.  Call us at (973) 267-1334 or 

visit www.WAMMC.org for more information.  

Summertime is a Great Time 
to Visit The Bargain Box 

offerings.  For example, over the past year, exhibits have 

featured original oil paintings, watercolors, acrylics, pastels, 

antique prints, and photography.  
 

June Meehan, who has managed the galleries at both ARI 

and MMC for over 10 years, has seen firsthand how those 

viewing the art in both facilities can be temporarily 

distracted from their concerns and troubles as the art 

provides them with another focus. She states, “It is always 

inspiring to realize how powerful these exhibits can be.” 
   

In addition to providing aesthetic enjoyment, the exhibited 

art provides a source of funds for WAMMC.  Twenty 

percent of the proceeds support various WAMMC projects 

and programs.  Financial support is often provided to the 

WAMMC Art Committee for the maintenance and upkeep 

of the permanent collection.   
 

The Art Exhibit Committee is always interested in referrals 

of new artists for consideration.  Exhibit application forms 

for these two galleries are available through Karen Johnson, 

kjohnson@atlantichealth.org.    
 

The current exhibit began on June 22nd.  The Art Exhibit 

Committee invites you and your friends to visit the galleries 

at both venues.  You just might find the perfect painting or 

photograph for your home.  And if not, remember the 

exhibits change every six weeks! 
           By Carole Siniawer 

Volunteers Needed  at  
the Bargain Box  

 

Please call Joe Nassaney  
at (973) 267-1334 



The Township Twig presented Twig member  

Dannette Merchant with a congratulatory and 

good luck gift in honor of her WAMMC 

presidency at their year-end meeting. 
 

Seated left to right:  Barb Sandelands, Shelly 

Haley, Dannette Merchant, Alex Cafaro and 

Kathy King 

Standing left to right: Janice Beck, Marsha 

Conover, Gayle Khoury, Maribeth Rizzi, and 

Kate Hein 
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On Saturday, April 20, 

the Harding Twig host-

ed its first ever "Boot 

Stompin' Barn Party" at 

Crewe Hill Stables in 

New Vernon to benefit 

the Gagnon Pediatric 

Emergency Department 

at Goryeb Children's 

Hospital.  More than 

150 people turned out 

for a pig roast, drinks, 

music and mechanical bull rides. The highlight of the evening was a mechanical 

bull tournament.  Brave contestants faced off against one another to see who 

could stay on the longest.   

After an exciting competition, winners were announced and presented with tro-

phies. It was a fun and festive evening enjoyed by all.  The feedback from Har-

ding Twig supporters was so enthusiastic that they hope to make the barn party an 

annual event.  The evening raised nearly $6,000 to benefit the Gagnon Pediatric 

Emergency Department.  Yee-Haw!  Special thanks to the Jones, Finkle and 

Maillet families, our generous hosts at Crewe Hill! 

Megan Achenbach and Karen Sabol take 

a minute to pose for a photo. 

A crowd gathers to watch the exciting Bull Riding Tournament 

Enjoying the evening are Dawn Didden, 

Francene Forgione, Kathleen Kearns, 

James Didden, and Kathy Clifford 

           Twig Corner 

Township Twig Celebration Do You Like to Knit?  

Join the newest Twig, Knitting With Love 
  

The Knitting with Love Twig meets the second Tuesday of 

each month (except July and August) at 10 a.m. in the 

WAMMC conference room. 

The group knits squares and makes them into blankets for 

the children in the Goryeb Hospital. 

Donations accepted of worsted weight acrylic or acrylic and 

wool washable yarn.  Just bring it to the WAMMC office.  

All donations are very much appreciated. 

For more information contact Merry LeBlond at 

 cmerry24@comcast.net or (973) 543-7382. 

Knitting with Love Twig 

members were hard at 

work supplying a 

beautiful selection of 

colorful blankets to  

the hospital. 



“Thanks to WAMMC for backing the 

renovation of our Cancer Resource 

room to the new Patient Resource 

Center.  It has made a huge difference 

and a positive impact on our Navigation 

program.”  Mimi Gelbman, CVA, 

Coordinator of Oncology Volunteer 

Service. 
 

Renovation of  
Cancer Resource 

Room 

A Bold New Vision for Atlantic Health 

 

Atlantic Health System has adopted a new vision for the future: empowering our 

communities to be the healthiest in the nation. AHS is committed to finding 

ways to prevent avoidable illness and injury, and to help all people live healthy 

and... happy lives. This is a big vision and needs big ideas. So, they are asking 

everyone -- friends, family and neighbors, -- to share the answer to one question: 

 

If you could do one thing, and one thing only to improve the health of your 

community, what would it be? 

 

Let them know your answer at atlantichealth.org/empower.  Then, take a moment 

and forward this message to friends, family, colleagues, and neighbors to help 

spread the word.  Together we can create the healthiest communities in the nation. 

Pictured in the Gift Shop are Shobhi Patel, Gift Shop Manager, (second from the left), 

and volunteers Polly Thornton, Janet Shine, and Shirley Horn. 

Come Visit and Shop in the  

Newly Renovated Corner Gift Shop at  

Morristown Medical Center 

http://atlantichealth.org/empower

