
 

Dear Members, 

 

The Women's Association 
and its Board have had an 
amazing year! 
 

First, our October luncheon "Knitting with 

Love," and the Knit-A-Thon enabled us to 

donate two Panda Warmers to Maternity, and 

we continued our contributions through 

December with the donation of 20 

transportation wheelchairs.  We also gave a 

facelift to the Carol G. Simon Center 

Resource Room, and donated $50,000 to the 

in-house Integrative Medicine Department. 

We even have a new twig that was formed at 

the October luncheon - a knitting twig. 

 

Next, our WAMMC Twigs have donated 13 iPads to the 

ICU/MICU, PICU and Child Life.  The units love the iPads 

because the games help keep tired, scared, young minds 

busy and distracted.  The iPads are also used as 

communication tablets for some of the children. 

 

Then, WAMMC started its own HD TV 

channel 46. This in-house channel shows 

volunteers, MMC staff, and NY Jets reading 

children stories.  This Story Hour is the first 

of its kind in hospital TV in the U.S. 

 

Next, we donated $412,000 to purchase new equipment for 

the Center of Pulmonary Care of Excellence as well as a 

new Electromagnetic Navigation Bronchoscope (ENB) 

machine for the Carol G. Simon Lung Cancer Surgery 

Department.  All this money was raised through our 

businesses run by the best volunteers any charity could ask 

for. 

 

And, if all that wasn't enough - then came Mansion in May.  

Mansion in May 2012 was the most successful, exciting and 

historic mansion ever. We have pledged $1 million to help 

build the New Inpatient Hospice and Palliative Care Center 

at Morristown Medical Center but have raised over 

$1,250,000! WOW! 
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Hats off to Dannette Merchant and Nathalie Dennis and 

their outstanding team for a job very well done!  "It takes a 

village," the co-chairs mantra, certainly proved true with 

everyone doing an outstanding job, no matter how large or 

how small the job was.  You should all feel so very proud 

of this accomplishment.  I am extremely humbled, and 

grateful to be the president of such a remarkable 

organization. 

 

I cannot wait to see what we will be doing in the coming 

year!  We have some great events and causes coming up, 

but first we will be recognized at the Goryeb Gala on 

October 25th for all of our philanthropic work at MMC.  I 

hope to see you all there, as you are an integral part of this 

award. 

 

Enjoy this special edition of our past Mansion in May, 

Glynallyn, and have a safe and restful summer because you 

know me - we will hit the ground running in October! 

 

 Cheers, 

 Beth Wipperman 

President’s Message 

A final luncheon was held in the elegant Main Hall of Gynallyn  

for Committee Chairs in early June. 



 

Mansion in May 2012 has officially 

ended.  The signature fundraiser of the 

Women's Association of Morristown 

Medical Center exceeded all goals 

from attendance to money raised. 
 

There was a glamour to this home, a 

fairy tale quality that just sparked the 

imagination.  And that indefinable 

quality was at the heart of making this 

the most successful Mansion in May to 

date. 
 

It all began with the right house, and 

that isn't controllable, you have to use 

what's available.  Only once in a  blue 

moon do you come along a house like 

"Glynallyn."  Then, you have the right 

mix of volunteers that live, eat, sleep, 

(and clean) only the Mansion.  Next, 

you find the right designers (both 

interior and landscape) that will turn 

the dusty, overgrown relic of a 

mansion into "Mansion in May." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You get the word out with the brightest 

and the best, and you keep working up 

the community to a fever pitch - that 

this "Mansion" is worth coming to see 

- that this "Mansion" is worth spending 

your money on, and that this 

"Mansion" is a major event that you 

can't afford to miss.  Mix that with an 

amazing underlying cause and you 

have created a tipping point buzz that 

brings you into another realm 

(figuratively speaking, of course). 

Happily Ever After for  

Mansion in May 2012 

Literally, you have the right Mansion 

with the right people for the right 

cause, and that just equaled success.  

Beginning at the top with the Co-

Chairs of Mansion in May, Dannette 

Merchant and Nathalie Dennis, and 

their tireless pursuant to make this a 

success, and to reach the $1 million 

pledge for the new Inpatient Hospice 

and Palliative Care Center.  Together 

with their team of 49 committee 

chairs, they led the charge and in the 

end it ran as smoothly as if these 

people had worked together for years. 
 

“Dannette and I are over the moon 

and more pleased and proud of how 

everybody came together to make this 

the best Mansion ever, and no one 

ever lost sight of our mission," 

Nathalie said.  The figures for this 

Mansion are astounding.  There were 

27,500 visitors and $1.25 million 

(plus) raised.  All the committee 

chairs brought their A-game, and with 

the help of 1,156 volunteers  this 

Mansion in May will go down in the 

record books. 
 

Glynallyn was always a trendsetter 

and the Co-Chairs wanted a special 

ending to this enchanted time with the 

Castle.  Glynallyn began its magical 

journey with a spectacular wedding in 

1917.  Loraine Allen, the lovely 

daughter of George Marshall Allen 

and Grace Fanshawe Allen, was 

married shortly after Glynallyn was 

completed.  In keeping with the 

Castle's festive traditions, the Co-

Chairs chose to have the closing 

luncheon for the committee chairs at 

Glynallyn.  There was even a visit 

from a knight!  But, sadly our Castle's 

time in the spotlight has come to an 

end, and all is quiet once again. 
 

So, we say goodnight to our fairy tale, 

and we hope that Glynallyn finds its 

Prince or Princess to keep it from 

everlasting sleep!  Farewell. 
 

by: Kim Sullivan Harwanko 
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Margaret and Bill Clossey headed up the 

Operations Committee for Glynallyn  

 

Last October, our Knit With Love 

Luncheon, and that night's Knit-A-Thon 

created several pairs of baby booties.  

We also made numerous knit squares to 

be combined into lap blankets for 

children undergoing treatment at 

Goryeb Children’s Hospital.  The baby 

booties were packaged by the Babies 

Alumni group and sent to the families 

of infants born at MMC, just another 

thoughtful touch provided by the 

Women’s Association. 

 

With the momentum and interest from 

our fall event, we created the Knitting 

With Love Twig earlier this year.  We 

have 16 blankets near completion and 

ladies are continuing to produce the 

basic squares for lap blankets. This 

autumn we will present the finished 

blankets to the Goryeb Children’s 

Hospital. 

You don't  

need to know 

how to knit to 

join this twig, 

simply have a 

desire to learn!  

Enjoy lots of 

fun and warm conversation while you 

knit together for a special cause – 

bringing warmth and care to children 

undergoing difficult treatments here at 

MMC.  Contact the KWL Twig Co-

Chairs, Merry LeBlond at 

cmerry24@comcast.net or Vera Gisoldi 

at egisold@optonline.net to join the 

next meeting. 
 

Knit With Love  

Knit-A-Thon Proceeds! 

mailto:cmerry24@comcast.net
mailto:egisold@optonline.net


 

10% Off Coupon 
Stop by the Corner Store Gift Shop, (Franklin 1)  

Goryeb Children’s Gift Shop, (Lobby area)  
or the Gagnon Gift Shop, (Lobby area)  

and receive 10% off your purchase with this coupon! 

All in the MIM Family 

Claudia Madigan, a retired teacher and her daughter Robin Sacco enjoying  

Gynallyn.  Robin has been coming to the Mansion in May with her mother 

since she was a little girl.  Robin is now a nurse at MMC and a MIM volunteer.   

3 

The Castle Café 
 

The Mansion in May Castle Café this 

year was an extremely popular spot for 

lunch. Catering was provided by The 

Country Picnic of Bedminster, NJ, and 

the menu consisted of delicious salads, 

sandwiches, quiche and soup, along 

with a wide variety of desserts and 

beverages.  

 The Café contributed a record 

$43,227 to the Women’s Association 

with a grand total of $214,806 in sales 

and donations during the month of 

May. Hats off to co-chairs Mary 

Courtemanche and Pat O’Connor along 

with their Day Chairs who contributed 

to the success of the Castle Café. 

 In addition to providing delicious 

cuisine, the Café donated any left over 

food at the end of the day to the 

Mission. Many thanks to Country 

Picnic as well as WAMMC for their 

contributions to the community. 

Excludes fresh 

flowers 
Come check 

us out!! 



 

  
 

 

Tulip Awards MIM 2012 

MIM Event Co-Chair Nathalie Dennis of Chester congratulates 2012 Tulip 

Award Winners, Beth Pellegrini and Dan Chomuck of Cording Landscape 

Design in Towaco; Karla Tricanello of Interior Decisions in Florham Park and 

Ron Cording, Owner of Cording Landscape Design with Dannette Merchant 

of Morristown, MIM Event Co-Chair.  

Design Principal, Karla Trincanello of Interior Decisions in Florham 

Park with her design team, Nichole Davies (left) Violet Lordi 

(right). Interior Space #5 'Hidden Respite.' 

'Garden in the Glyn' 

‘Hidden Respite' 

 Newsletter Editor:  
Kim Sullivan Harwanko 

  
Layout Design:  
Debbie Carroll  

 

Submissions may be sent to 
  

kharwanko@comcast.net 
0r  

debsc3@aol.com  

The  

Voice 

Bargain Box 

Thrift Shop 

 

Donations Needed 
 

Donations of gently used clothing, 

accessories, household items are 

accepted from 10am-2pm on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Saturdays.  Please feel free to contact 

the Bargain Box if you have any 

questions at 973-267-1334 during 

business hours.  The Bargain Box is 

located at 102 Mt Kemble Avenue in 

Morristown (directly across from 

ARI).  Hours are: 

 

Monday -12:30pm - 4:00pm 

Tuesday through Friday  

 10:00am -  4:00pm  

Saturday- 10:00am- 3:00pm 
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Membership Loyalty 

Award Recipients  
 

The Women’s Association is 119 years 

strong thanks to the support of our 

dedicated members.  The Membership 

Loyalty Award is presented at our 

Annual Membership Meeting to 

members who have been loyal to our 

organization  for  25 and 50 years.   In 

2012, Membership Loyalty Awards 

were presented to the following women 

for 25 years of dedication to 

WAMMC:     

Susan Bruen 

Carol Blanchard 

Anne Dodd 

Joan Petite 

Joan Powell 

Trudi Richardson 

Jean Schillings 

Louetta Shioleno 

ELEANOR AWARD  

RECIPIENTS 

Busy Bee Award 
 

2012 Louetta Shioleno 

2011 Michelle Meszaros 

2010 June Meehan 

2009 Carol Macgowan 

2008      Beth Wipperman      

2007     Susan Armbrust 

2006    Anne Rooke   

2005      Sue Bruen    

2004    Madolyn Dallas 

2003      Alice Sparks 

2002      Bobbi Phillips -fall meeting 

2001     Joan Powell 

2000    Leslie Cameron 

 Margaret-Anne Warlick 

1999 Hellie Stowell 

1998 Pat Hoffmann 

1996 Jane Clow,  

 Joan Mezzacapo 

1995 Sue Lubow 

 Dellen Schermerhorn 

1994 Audrey Bixby, Hope Medina 

 Edna Conway, June Harmatiuk 

1993 Helen Eaton,  

 Gertrude Lyon, Judie Freer 

1988 Marie Francis, Lane Buchanan 

 Eleanor Doda 

1986 Mitzi Szerlip 

1985 Barbara Evans 

1982 Eleanor Volonte 

    

WAMMC AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Ruth 

Award 
 

The Ruth Award was initiated to honor 

Ruth Epstein, a devoted WA member 

and President from 1967-1970.  Her life 

was dedicated to helping others and she 

exemplified the volunteer spirit. 
 

Ruth Epstein was a rare and beautiful 

spirit.  Her life was devoted to doing 

for others, and she exemplified all that 

is best in volunteer service.  She left her 

mark in many ways and in many 

places; Morristown Medical Center is 

the richer for her years of service and 

leadership. 
 

Ruth was indeed well-named.  Like the 

Biblical Ruth, she was steadfast, 

unselfish, dependable, and courageous. 
 

The Ruth Award is presented annually.  

It is awarded to a Junior Volunteer and 

selected by the Manager of Volunteer 

Services, Junior Volunteer Program for 

outstanding service to Morristown 

Medical Center - - for dependability, 

loyalty, and unselfish service to others. 

Lauren Wagner  

Ruth Award Recipient 
 

Lauren Wagner, this year's Ruth 

Award recipient, is an 18 year old 

high school student who joined 

volunteer services in June of 2010; 

Lauren has contributed over 210 

hours of service to Morristown 

Medical Center since. Lauren 

exemplifies what a loyal, devoted 

volunteer should be by coming back 

during her school breaks and the 

summer months. Her service to MMC 

has been outstanding, Lauren is a 

“take charge” type of person, she 

knows what needs to get done and 

she does it. Lauren usually serves as 

courier delivering multiple supplies 

throughout the hospital, including 

medical records, blood pick up, 

flowers to patients, etc. Due to her 

dependability, Lauren has been 

placed in key areas of the hospital, 

she has assisted patients and visitors 

with way finding as they enter the 

cancer center area, the medical staff 

office is another department where 

Lauren has assisted with filing when 

needed.  

 

What is so amazing about Lauren is 

that she has quite a plethora of 

extracurricular activities at school, 

Lauren has been accepted in the 

National Honor Society, she tutors 

younger children in school and she is 

a drum major on her marching band, 

albeit all these activities, Lauren finds 

time to devote to Morristown Medical 

Center. Lauren’s dream is to become 

a nurse and she is pursuing this dream 

by applying at two different schools, 

University of Delaware and Catholic 

University in Washington DC. She 

also volunteers in her own town’s 

rescue squad and is going to EMT 

school.  She is a quite an amazing 

young lady and very deserving of 

being bestowed the prestigious Ruth 

Award. 

Scholarship Awards 
 

Suzanne Clark, Kathleen Vnenchak and 

Kathleen Ryan are some of our 

outstanding 2011-2012 Scholarship 

Award recipients. 

 Applications for the academic year 

2012-2013 are available beginning  

July 1st and must be completed by 

October 1st. 

To obtain and application please send 

your request to 

wammcscholar@gmail.com 
The WAMMC Scholarship program is 

funded entirely by donations. 

Contributions may be made on line at 

wammc.org or by including a donation 

with your dues. 
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 It is with great pride and appreciation that 

WAMMC announces that one of its devoted members is 

the recipient of this year’s prestigious Augusta Stone 

Award.  Susan Bruen and her husband, Bill, were co-

recipients of the Augusta Stone Award.  Susan and Bill 

received the award at the 1892 Founder’s Society 

Chairman’s Dinner hosted by the Foundation for 

Morristown Medical Center in May.  It was a very special 

evening with over 300 hospital supporters in attendance, 

including 25 WAMMC Board members, celebrating Sue 

and Bill’s accomplishments. 
 

 The award is named after Augusta Stone who is 

considered to be the hospital’s first fundraiser. In 1889, 

Myra Brookfield bequeathed her home and property to be 

used for a hospital, but only if the community raised 

$15,000 to equip and furnish it within three years. With 

time running out, Augusta Stone appealed personally to her 

fellow town residents and was able to raise the required 

sum.  Thus the hospital was born. 
 

 The Augusta Stone Award is the highest 

recognition bestowed by the Foundation.  It recognizes 

those volunteer leaders who have distinguished themselves 

in the field of philanthropy.  This recognition is certainly 

fitting in light of the many projects and fundraisers Sue has 

been involved in since she joined the Association in 1987.   
 

 For over 20 years, Sue has held various committee 

chairmanships for our signature fundraiser Mansion in 

May.  At this year's Mansion, "Glynallyn," Sue not only  

co-chaired the very demanding Operations Committee with 

Margaret Clossey, but she also co-chaired the highly 

successful Underwriting Committee with Carol 

Mulholland.  True to form, Sue and Carol broke the 

previous record with over $450,000 in sponsorships-- more 

than 100% increase over the last Mansion. Sue and her 

sister, Anne Rooke, co-chaired the highly successful 

Mansion in May 2010 at Fawn Hill Farm raising $810,000 

for the expansion and renovation of the Emergency 

Department.  Ever since Sue’s first volunteer position at 

the Warren Estate in 1988, she has been an integral part of 

each Mansion’s success. 

What We Promise 
 

Mission Statement 

Deliver high-quality, safe, affordable patient care within a healing culture 

Educate, in an exemplary manner, present and future health care professionals  Innovate through leadership 

Improve the health status of the communities we serve 
 

2011 GOAL: BUILD FOUNDATIONAL INITATIVES TO ENABLE A SUSTAINABLE,  

SYSTEM-WIDE HEALING CULTURE. 

 In 2005 Sue received the Eleanor Award, the 

highest honor given by the Women’s Association to one of 

its members. It is given to the “busy bee” who distinguishes 

herself in service to the Women’s Association and 

Morristown Medical Center over many years.  Sue served 

as WAMMC's President from 1999 to 2001 and has held 

many leadership positions within the organization. She has 

devoted thousands of hours of service to the Association 

and her efforts have truly made a difference in our hospital 

and our community.  
 

 Bill Bruen has equally devoted countless hours of 

service to the hospital since he began actively fundraising 

for the hospital in 1979, right out of the US Navy. He has 

been an ex-officio trustee of the Foundation for 11 years 

while he has served as Chairman of the Brookfield Society.  

Under his leadership, $11.8 million has been given in 

planned gifts.  Bill truly exemplifies meritorious service in 

philanthropy.  Augusta would be proud! 
 

 Clearly, receiving the Augusta Stone Award is a 

fitting recognition for all Sue and Bill have done in service 

to the hospital. They are an inspiration to us all. 

Susan Bruen Augusta Stone Award Recipient 

Susan Bruen along 

with husband Bill 

accept the Augusta 

Stone Award, the 

highest recognition 

bestowed by the 

Foundation 


