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The crowds have dispersed and the results are in!   

Continuing its forty-year tradition of hosting fabulous 

designer showhouses benefiting Morristown Medical Center, 

the Women’s Association of Morristown Medical Center’s 

17th Designer Showhouse and Gardens, Mansion in May 

2014 at Blairsden  produced results of historical proportions!  

The most significant is the record breaking $2 million raised 

for the much-needed expansion of the Joan and Edward 

Foley Pediatric Intensive Care Unit and new Autism Center 

at Goryeb Children's Hospital. 
  

A record breaking 33,000 visitors enjoyed Blairsden 

beginning with the glamorous Preview Gala and continuing 

throughout the month of May.  Visitors’ experience began in 

the parking lot – viewing history kiosks with information 

and pictures about Blairsden in its heyday – then boarding 

the shuttle for a ride through the charming town of Peapack-

Gladstone, up the private mile-long drive for a breathtaking 

first peek at Blairsden – the magnificent 1903 county home 

of C. Ledyard Blair.  Disembarking the shuttle, visitors were  

greeted by volunteers and given a beautiful journal filled 

with information including designer renderings, floor plans, 

Blairsden history, lists of sponsors, the beneficiaries of 

Mansion in May 2014 and much more.  Walking up the path 

to the mansion, visitors enjoyed the beautiful reflecting pool 

and panoramic views before being transported back in time 

as they viewed a slide presentation of Blairsden in the 

‘History Hut’.  Continuing into the mansion, visitors 

experienced a self-guided tour of fifty-three spectacular 

design spaces and then stepped outdoors to savor seven 

incredible landscape design spaces.  Next came shopping for 

beautiful gifts and goodies among eighteen boutique 

vendors and decorative items offered through Designer 

Sales.  A leisurely lunch at the Conservatory Café allowed 

visitors time to reflect on Blairsden, vote for a favorite 

design and landscape space and purchase a raffle ticket for 

fabulous prizes! Finally, one last look around the grounds 

and the spectacular views before boarding the shuttle back 

to their cars and the hectic 21st century!   

BLAIRSDEN 

One Big House + Two Great Causes for Kids = $2 Million!  

Dr. Michael Keenaghan, Pediatric Critical Care; Christie Gisser, General 

Co-Chair, Mansion in May 2014; Dr. Kathleen Selvaggi Fadden, Child 

Development Center; Prudence Pigott, General Co-Chair, Mansion in May 

2014; Teri Criscione, Manager, Department of Pediatrics;  

Dannette Merchant, President, Women's Association; Liz DuBois, Nurse 

Manager, Department of Pediatrics; Fran Drigun, Director Women's and 

Children's Services; Tara Gleeson, Nurse Practitioner, Child Development 

Center;  Dr. Juan Gutierrez, Director, Pediatric Critical Care;  

Dr. Bernard Maria, Director, Pediatric Neurology and Developmental 

Medicine; and Dr. Walter Rosenfeld, Chairman, Department of Pediatrics 

This Special Edition of The Voice, WAMMC’s newsletter, 

is devoted to celebrating our successful and record-

breaking Mansion in May 2014 Blairsden!   
 

For the first time we are making this newsletter available to 

both our WAMMC members as well as all of the 1,265 

volunteers. Another first is this inaugural electronic 

distribution of The Voice via email. 
 

You can revisit Blairsden’s history, designers, landscapers, 

sponsors and the journal at:  www.mansioninmay.org 

http://www.mansioninmay.org
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What a Mansion!   
What a May!   

What a Mansion 
in May!   

 

Congratulations to 

Mansion in May 2014 

General Co-Chairs, 

Christie Gisser and 

Prudence Pigott, and 

their team on a fabulous 

Mansion in May!  Not 

only have they run the 

most successful Mansion in May to 

date, they have continued to champion 

our two great causes for kids:  the 

expansion of the Joan and Edward 

Foley Pediatric ICU and the new 

Autism Center at Goryeb Children’s 

Hospital.  Because of their efforts and 

that of their team, the Women's 

Association has made a record 

contribution to Morristown Medical 

Center this year! 

There are many designer showhouses 

throughout the country, but none as 

successful as the Women’s Association 

signature fundraiser.  Many people ask 

how we do it? What is the secret to our 

success?  The secret to our success is 

the selfless efforts of over 1,200 

volunteers who give countless hours of 

their time and talents to our event.  

Because of their commitment and that 

of the community, the Women’s 

Association is able to make significant 

contributions in support of Morristown 

Medical Center and its mission to 

provide outstanding care to the patients 

and their families.   

It is truly a team effort! 

To all of those who made the magic of 

Mansion in May possible –  

a sincere thank you! 
 

 Dannette Merchant,President 

 Women’s Association 

 Morristown Medical Center 
 

We began this journey 

one year ago with the 

vision of a historic 

mansion transformed 

to a beautiful designer 

showhouse for the 

benefit of the youngest 

and most vulnerable in 

our community.  We 

enjoyed wonderful 

support from several 

areas of Atlantic 

H e a l t h  S y s t e m , 

including Legal, Fire & 

Safety, Engineering 

a n d  A t l a n t i c 

Ambulance for shuttle transport.   We were especially blessed to have such a 

terrific group of sponsors, designers, dedicated volunteers, and Executive 

Committee members join us in making this dream of Blairsden become a reality 

for the 17th Mansion in May.   
       

The collective efforts of so many generated results for all to be proud of, not only 

financially, but also in terms of the good will that was created among our guests 

and participants, by the new friendships formed, and by continuing the Women’s 

Association of Morristown Medical Center reputation for professionalism.  
    

Our visitors enjoyed a memorable showhouse full of gorgeous spaces, a beautiful 

journal, boutiques with wonderful merchandise, and dining with a view!  And 

importantly, nearly all of our designers, sponsors and service providers 

commented that they have never seen an event run so seamlessly and with so 

much dedication by the committee chairs and volunteers.  We thank you for this. 
     

In the end it all comes down to the people, and that is what sets Mansion in May 

apart  - our volunteers and their spirit of hospitality. That spirit and dedication is 

the signature of Mansion in May, and the hallmark of a vibrant, kind and dedicated 

community making a difference.  
   

We cannot measure any of these intangibles, but this is what we feel so gratified 

about.   For all of this we thank you and congratulate you!   
 

With Great Appreciation, Prudence and Christie  
 

A Dream Come True 

Christie Gisser and Prudence Pigott, General Co-Chairs of 

Mansion in May 2014 enjoy a moment by the reflecting pool 

What a transformation: The Grand Salon at Blairsden before and after 
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Volunteers Co-Chairs 
Anne Fritz, Kathy King and 

Pam Kerschner , for 

marshaling the "charming 

army" of 1,265 volunteers! 
 

Operations Co-Chairs 
Sue Bruen, Margaret 

Clossey and Cathy Biczak, 

for being the on-site 

"general  contractors", 

overseeing the completion 

of construction, designer installations, dismantling and 

move-out. 
 

Design Co-Chairs Nancy Alfano, 

Suzanne Van Fossan* and Judie 

Hofmeister*, recipients of the "D is 

for Design and So Much More 

Award", for Diplomatically Dealing 

with our Dear Designers and 

Dozens of Deadlines and Demands  

resulting in 53 Dramatic, Delightful, 

Distinctive Designer spaces!   
 

Journal Co-Chairs Nathalie Dennis and Kim Harwanko, 

for creating the beautiful Blairsden journal that will be 

treasured for years to come and making it all look so easy! 
 

Journal Ad Sales Co-Chairs Sharon Sexton* and Joan 

Contess*, for bringing the ad journal sales effort to the next 

level.  You and your team are the "Saleswomen of the 

Year"!   
   

Café Co-Chairs Mary 

Courtemanche and Pat 

O'Connor, for the long 

days, heavy lifting, and 

upbeat attitude required to 

nourish our visitors every 

day in May at the best 

restaurant in New Jersey ! 
   

P ri va te  To u r s  Co -

Chairs Jane Kilcullen and Mary Lou Mauro, for 

developing the Private Tour opportunity and for making 

every guest feel like a VIP.   

Preview Gala Co-Chairs June Meehan and Sandy 

Finlayson, for managing the massive logistics of the onsite, 

black-tie gala and creating a gorgeous memorable evening.  
    

Private Parties Co-

Chairs Cindy Feeley* 

and Pam Cembrook*, 

for raising the bar on 9 

private evening events, 

juggling logistics, and 

meticulously overseeing 

all the details.  
  

Website Co-Chair 
Carol Tourgee and Kim Lopez*, for designing the beautiful 

Mansion in May website, building online payment and 

private tour systems, and for being "on call" round the clock 

to answer committee and visitor questions.  
 

Publicity Co-Chairs Barbara Gallo, Brit Lusardi, and 

Kathy Hobbs*, for designing the MIM 2014 signature look, 

managing ad placement and obtaining fabulous editorial 

coverage.  
  

Email Chair Rosalie Balog*, for creating compelling 

emails and response analysis, and successfully configuring 

email messages for the mobile phone format. 
 

Boutiques Co-Chairs Heather Medd and LeeAnne Lan, for 

managing a terrific selection of 18 vendors and helping to 

fill our closets with wonderful fashion fab-finds! 
 

History Co-Chairs Valerie Marr and Barry Thomson*, for 

incredible research, writing, photo collecting, fact checking, 

and fantastic presentations of Blairsden. Mansion in May 

visitors felt as though they were guests of the Blair family! 
 

Underwriting Co-Chairs Missy Witte and Tina 

Mulhare, for inviting and solidifying participation from our 

valued corporate and individual sponsors.  
 

Advance Ticket Sales Co-Chairs Angel Hand* and Patti 

DeGraff*, for spearheading the most successful advance 

ticket sales effort ever!  
 

Admissions Co-Chairs Roxanne Hayes and Barbara 

Ruane, for greeting all 31,000 of our guests with welcoming 

smiles. 
 

Landscape Co-Chairs Linda 

Reeves and Gail Decker, for 

bringing grace, flexibility, and 

"green thumbs" to a unique 

Mansion landscape plan. 
 

Signage Co-Chairs Patty 

M u l l e n s  a n d  E i l e e n 

Dawson, for providing lasting 

fi rst  impressions with 

outstanding signage. 

Volunteers Co-Chairs, Kathy King, 

Anne Fritz, and Pam Kershner 

(standing, on R) with Volunteers Day 

Chairs, Binx Lee and Adi Conover 

Design Co-Chairs,  

Nancy Alfano and Judie 

Hofmeister 

Café Co-Chairs, Mary  

Courtemanche and Pat O’Connor 

Private Party Co-Chairs, Cindy Feely 

and Pamela Cembrook with husbands 

Kevin and John 

Landscape Co-Chairs,  

Gail Decker and Linda Reeves 

A Special Thank You 
to the first-time Mansion in May Committee Chairs, 
the "rookies", who stepped up to chair a committee . 
Special recognition goes to past Mansion in May 

Committee Chairs, the "veterans" who lent their skills 
and experience for Mansion in May 2014.   

 

It could not have happened without all of you and 
your talented committee members! 

*First time Mansion in May Committee Chair 
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Memories of Mansion in May 
 
 

A. Mother’s Day at the Café, back row, Peter 

and Mary Courtemanche, Marta Bugen,  

Pat and Katie O’Connor, Sue and Ingrid 

Page. Front Row, Debbie and Maddie 

Carroll, and Tory and Stephanie Lambour  
 

B. The line wraps around the reflecting pool  
 

C. Gacek Design Group Associate Douglas 

Hudak; F. Gerald New Co-Managers, 

Catherine Jaeckle Norbury and Gretchen 

Jaeckle; Gacek Design Group Project 

Manager, Richard Gacek 
 

D. Operations Co-Chairs, Margaret Clossey, 

Cathy Biczak and Sue Bruen  
 

E. Design Co-Chairs, Suzanne Van Fossan 

and Nancy Alfano with Designer,  

Mario Buatta 
 

F. Preview Gala Night 
 

G. Mansion in May volunteers Kate Bondy 

and Erin Mosier with Admissions Co-Chair 

Barbara Ruane 
 

H. Walter Rosenfeld, M.D. Chair of  

Goryeb Children’s Hospital and wife Lynne  
 

I. Turpin Real Estate Sales Associates, Jill 

Turpin, Michele Hill and Brittany Lusardi 

with President and Owner John D. Turpin 
 

J. Website Co-Chairs, Kim Lopez and  

Carol Tourgee 
 

K. Foundation Trustee, Ernie Larini and  

wife Ronnie; WAMMC President,  

Dannette Merchant and husband Sameer 

enjoy the Preview Gala 
 

L. Journal Co-Chairs, Kim Harwanko and 

Nathalie Dennis (standing); Journal Ad 

Sales Co-Chairs, Sharon Sexton and  

Joan Contess 
 

M. A volunteer docent welcomes guests to the 

Mansion 
 

N. Blairsden neighbor Grace Terry (right) 

with friend Betty Merck  
 

O. Café Day Chairs Helen Caulfield,  

Debi Corrigan and Sue Kennedy 
 

P. Atlantic Health System Trustee,  

Anne Rooke; MIM General Co-Chairs, 

Prudence Pigott and Christie Gisser;  

and Ellen McCann welcome First Lady  

Mary Pat Christie (center) to Blairsden 
 

Q. Operations Co-Chair, Margaret Clossey 

and Operations Committee member  

Russell MacAusland 
 

R. Parking Co-Chairs, Randy Campbell and 

Bob Baker with MIM General Co-Chairs, 

Christie Gisser and Prudence Pigott are 

crowned with MVP Award 

L 

K 

N 

M 

O 

P 

Q 

R 
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Carmela Giordano, who celebrated her 101 birthday on July 

15th, is the oldest member of the Women’s Association of 

Morristown Medical Center.  A member for 46 years, 

Carmela joined the Women’s Association in 1968 after 

moving from Long Island to Bernardsville with her husband, 

Salvatore and two sons, Salvatore Jr. and Joseph.  She 

wanted to meet new friends and help in the community – 

and the Women’s Association - located at the time in the Mt. 

Kemble Atlantic Health Rehabilitation building -- was a 

perfect fit. As a volunteer she worked in the gift shop, at the 

visitor desk, the candy/magazine pushcart and trained 

volunteers. 
 

Carmela was also a member of the Friends of St. Joseph’s 

Villa, a guest and retreat house for women owned by the 

Sisters of St. John the Baptist and located at Blairsden from 

1950 to mid 1990s.  Carmela visited St. Joseph’s Villa often 

for fundraising events, such as card parties held on the 

veranda, and spent time with many of the nuns.    

Carmela has another 

connection with Blairsden; 

her son, Salvatore Jr. and 

daughter in-law Anne, own 

the historic Peachcroft 

Estate.  Sitting high on 

Bernardsville Mountain, 

Peachcroft is an imposing 

fieldstone estate completed 

in 1907 for J. William 

Clark who married Marjory 

Blair, the eldest daughter of 

C. Ledyard Blair on 

September 20, 1913.  Their 

wedding at Blairsden was the social event of the year and 

attended by more than 600 guests. 
 

 “It looks so different…I hardly recognize it” stated 

Carmela after touring Blairsden on May 28th.  

What was your favorite interior design space and landscape design 

space?” was a common question visitors asked one another after 

touring the Mansion in May 2014 Designer Showhouse and Gardens at 

BLAIRSDEN.   It wasn’t an easy question to answer considering the 53 

fabulous design spaces and 7 landscape spaces! But decide they did, 

with visitors casting their votes on the first ever iPad ballot.  And the 

winners were… 
 

The Interior Design Tulip Award went to Creative Wallcoverings and 

Interiors of New Providence for “Deco in Bloom”. This award-winning 

bedroom was inspired by American Art Deco design.  “Deco in 

Bloom” was both glamorous and understated; the more traditional lines 

of the room were contrasted with blooms of modern color, broken up 

by curved ornamental elements.  The various shades of grey provided a 

tranquil canvas from which the pink accent blossoms really popped!  
 

The Landscape Design Tulip Award went to Back to Nature Home & 

Garden and BLDG 39. for their collaborative transformation of 

Blairsden’s “Walled Garden” into a simple, yet elegant outdoor retreat.  

Sculptural elements, combined with a central turf, broad walkways, and 

tidy flower planters emphasized clean geometric principles while 

paying homage to the memory of the grand Victorian past of the 

landscape.  
 

 

 

Top Photo – Interior Design Tulip Award Winner, Creative Wallcoverings 

and Interiors for “Deco in Bloom”  

Mary La Vecchia, Lois Darling, Rachel Kapner and Virginia Liberato 
 

Bottom Photo – Landscape Design Tulip Award Winner, Back to Nature 

Home & Garden and  BLDG 39.  for “Walled Garden” 

Back to Nature Home & Garden Founder and Principal, Anthony Sblendorio, 

with MIM General Co-Chairs, Prudence Pigott and Christie Gisser 

The Oldest WAMMC Member, a Centenarian, Revisits Blairsden 

Carmela Giordano, Patty Mullens, 

Membership Co-Chair, Dannette 

Merchant, President, and Lynne 

Rosenfeld, Membership Co-Chair, 

enjoy an afternoon at Blairsden 
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Raffle Co-Chairs Katie Nolle* and Lisa Preziosi*, for 

building an awesome list of raffle prizes and overseeing a 

dynamite raffle ticket sales effort!    
 

Visitors' Center Co-Chairs Cathy Higgins* and Megan 

Schubiger, for greeting every guest and inviting them to 

purchase a raffle ticket, grab a tote-bag, and to vote for their 

favorite design and landscape spaces. 
 

D e s i g n e r  S a l e s  C o -

Chairs Janice Beck, Kerstin 

Malmstrom, Lisa Kelly and 

Donna Vicarisi, for managing a 

record level of designer sales 

with admirable efficiency and 

characteristic Mansion courtesy.  
 

Preview Day Co-Chairs Pat 

Colbert, Sue Kiernan and Louetta 

Shioleno, for planning and 

hosting the beautiful event that 

débuted Mansion in May 

at Blairsden to the media and designers. 
 

Hospitality Chair Susan Hayes, for graciously hosting the 

MIM Executive Committee meetings and assisting with the 

designer and media events. 
 

Cause Out-Reach Chair Lynne Rosenfeld, for helping to 

"get the word out" about our two, worthy children's causes.   
 

Administrative Assistants Amy Haskel, Pat Colbert, and 

Karen Johnson, for their unfailing support of the Mansion in 

May Chairs, in all matters administrative.  
 

Advisors Anne Rooke, Dannette Merchant and Nathalie 

Dennis, for advice, counsel, expertise and assistance in 

facing a myriad of challenges.   
   
Treasury Co-Chairs Barbara Bugen and Ruth di Stefano, 

for precise management of the MIM accounts. 
 

P a r k i n g  C o -

Chairs Bob Baker 

and Randy Campbell, 

the MVP Award 

r e c i p i e n t s ,  f o r 

outstanding planning, 

execution, leadership, 

and diplomacy in 

p a r k i n g  a n d 

transporting 33,000 

Mansion visitors;  and 

doing it all with calm, 

care and good humor.    

A Recipe for Parking and Transporting 

33,000 Visitors to Blairsden 
 

Take two very experienced Parking Committee Co-Chairs 
 

Bob Baker and Randy Campbell 
(MIM 2008, 2010 & 2012) 

 

Generously mix in 46 committed volunteers tirelessly 

 working in two shifts: morning, afternoon/evening 
 

Recruit to the mix  

 Three days a week - Bob’s wife, Rosalie 

 Daily - Prudence Pigott’s husband, Terry 

 Weekends - Christie Gisser’s husband, Warren 
 

Add in Peapack-Gladstone Police Chief, Greg Skinner and 

 the Public Works Department to assist with planning the 

 transportation route and traffic control 
 

Locate and prepare two off-site parking locations:  

 USET Fowler Road Field  

 Pfizer Corporate Headquarters  
 

Procure nine shuttle vans daily  

 generously provided by Atlantic Ambulance Corporation. 
 

Blend in wonderful Blairsden neighbors: 

 95-year-old Grace Terry, who gave permission to use the 

private drive that goes right by her window. 

 Anne & Mark van den Bergh, who opened their private 

drive for the month of May.  
 

Combine huge doses of creativity and genius for  

 safely and efficiently managing shuttle van traffic up the 

drive with programmable vehicle-sensing stoplights   
 

As needed, toss in generous dashes of outstanding 

planning, execution, leadership and diplomacy.  
 

Recipe successfully serves parking and 

transportation for  
 33,000 visitors, 1,265 volunteers, 64 Designers  

 to and from Blairsden!  
 

THANK YOU BOB,  RANDY AND YOUR TEAM! 

Parking Co-Chair Bob Baker starts the 

morning rush with a smile 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 

The  

Voice 
Sharon L. Sexton 

Editor 
Debbie Carroll  

Design and Layout  

Staff:  Merry LeBlond & Kelsey Nakamura 
 

newsletter@wammc.org  
*First time Mansion in May Committee Chair 

Designer Sales Co-Chair 

Janice Beck with committee 

members Kristen Mikula 

and Betsy Golubic 



MANSION IN MAY 

BY THE NUMBERS 
ONE BIG HOUSE  

2 GREAT CAUSES FOR KIDS! 
 

7 Landscape Designers 
9 Private Parties 

17TH MANSION IN MAY 

18 Boutiques 

24 Gorgeous Spring Weather Days 

25 Corporate Sponsors 

26 In-Kind Sponsors 

52 Individual Sponsors 

56 Benjamin Moore Colors  

57 Interior Designers 

88 Private Tours 

900 Paper Lanterns 
 Festooned the Preview Gala Tent  

 

1,265 VOLUNTEERS 

7,400 Square Feet of  Café Tent 

15,000 Entrees Served 

33,000 VISITORS 

62,000 Square Foot Mansion 

$2 MILLION RAISED 

for the expansion of  

The Joan and Edward Foley  

Pediatric Intensive Care Unit  

and  

the new Autism Center at  

Goryeb Children's Hospital 

Blairsden to St. Joseph’s Villa -- The Nun’s Story 
 
 

In 1950, Blairsden 

mansion and fifty 

acres were sold to 

the Sisters of St. 

John the Baptist 

for $65,000.  The 

sisters sold eight 

t r a c t s  t h e 

following year, 

with the coach 

barn and stables 

going to the Walter 

D .  M a t h e n y 

School.   

The sisters renamed the mansion St. Joseph’s Villa and ran it 

as a guest and retreat house for women until the mid 1990’s.  

As the decades passed and the nuns struggled to maintain 

the estate, an additional 20 lake front acres were sold.  In 

2002 the sisters sold the remaining estate and mansion to the 

Foundation for Classical Architecture for a reported $4.5 

million. 
 

On May 1st, Sister Angelita and five others from the Sisters 

of St. John the Baptist, were hosted by Gerry-Jo Cranmer to 

their first ever Mansion in May tour at Blairsden.  Sister 

Angelita lived at St. Joseph’s Villa (Blairsden) from 1958 

until 1962 attending school at the sister’s ministry Mt. St. 

John Academy in Gladstone.  During her years at the retreat 

she assisted with religious duties and caring for the retreat 

guests, typically women of great wealth, including European 

Countesses, who would visit for several months.  The sisters 

lived in an adjacent dormitory that had been erected in the 

back of the walled garden and connected to the mansion via 

a glassed enclosed arcade.  Sister Angelita remembers that 

the chapel was located in the Grand Salon; the billiard room 

was used as the music room and for confession; the veranda 

served as the smoking and events room; the library and 

parlor were for guests to socialize and the basement was the 

laundry room where the linens and sheets were dried.  
  

The sisters were thrilled to see the transformation of the 

retreat home to a fabulous Designer Showhouse and 

Gardens to benefit Morristown Medical Center. 

Proud Sponsors of Mansion in May 2014 

Sister Claudette Marie, Sister Theresa Ann,  

Sister Lois, Gerry-Jo Cranmer of Turpin Real 

Estate, Sister Mary Cecile, Sister Angelita  

and Sister Seline Mary 

The Women’s Association gratefully acknowledges our  
generous corporate sponsors and donors of goods and services 

 

View a full list of our community partners: 
www.mansioninmay.org/sponsors.asp 

www.mansioninmay.org/inkindsponsors.asp  

 Contributing 
with Passion 
Since 1893  

Go to www.wammc.org to become a member 

Join Us ... 


